“CROW’S NEST” DESTROYED

JOE JEFFERSON’S BEAUTIFUL
"HOME GONE UP IN FLAME.

GASOLINE LEAKED OUT IN THE CEL-
LAR AND THE FURNACE FIRE EX-
PLODED IT—HELEN M'GRATH, THE
COOK, PERISHED IN THE FLANES—
OTHERS HAVE NARROW FESCAPES.

BuzzZARrD's BAY, Mass.. April 1. —Fira this aft-
ernoon totally destroyed the beautiful Summer
residence of Joe Jefferson, sitiuated on the
gshores of Buttermilk Bay, and the family cook,
Helen MoGrath, perished in the ruins.

Miss Simmonds, tho housekeeper; Miss Collins,
the mald, and Miss MecGrath were in the cellar
at noon, when Miss McGrath discovered what
she supposed was water covering the floor.

She called the hired man, Mr. Wright, who
Baw &t ouce that it was o0il from the gasoline
tank. He shouted to the women to flee for
their lives, but they stood Adumbfounded. The
gasoline communicated with the fire in the
furnace, and in an instant there was a terriflio
explosion.

Mr. Wright caught Miss Simmonds and Miss
Collins and fought his way to the open air. He
endeavored to return for Miss McGrath, but
was met by a blinding sheet of flame. Burned
and blveding, he heroically tried to gain an en-
trance, but was unsuocessful, and the unforiu-
nate woman was left to periah in the flames.

When the ery or fire was raised Mrs. Jefferson
was 1ll in bed, but she bastily arose and lucklly
esoaped, not having time to dress. Sho Wwas as-
sisted out and covered with buffalo robes. She
suilered a severe shook to her narvous systein,
and was at once removed to the home of Sta-
tion Agent Basgett, and medloal attention sum-
moned.

The children, who were playing in the attio,
were the firat to escape and seek a place of
safety.

The fire spread with lightring rapidity, the
whole bullding soon being a roaring fucnace.
The entire population was scon at the scene,
and repeated attempts were made to enter the
building to save, if possible, the unfortunate
Cook.

The wind was blowing a gale from the south-
west at tho time of the tire, and that alone
saved the residences adjoining the Jeffersons’
from destruction.

Gov. Russell and A. H. Wood, who were fish-
ing in the vieinity, were soon at the scene and
oalled on DNMrs. Jefferson. Mrs. Jefferson re-
celved a telegram from her gon from New-York
stating that he would be here on SBanday, which
greatly rolleved her, and she is now resting as
comfortably ae can be expected. She does not
Yot know that the body of Miss MoGrath is in
the ruins, and the sad news will be kept from
her as long as possible.

Miss MoGrath had been in the employ of the
Jetfersons for twonty years. BShe was a middle-
aged woman, & .devoted Roman Catholie, and
her sad and untimely end has cast a deep
Teeling of sorrow over those who knew her.

The large and valusble palnting whioch was
to have been exhibited at the World’s Fair was
totally destroyed, together with Mr, Jefferson’'s
eostly oacllection of curios. '

Gov. Ruasell searched among the goods saved
for some¢ .wearing apparel for Mrs. Jefforson,
but not & bit had been saved, and Mrs. Jeffer-
son has only the olothes she had on when she
escaped from the burniug building.

It is estimated that $150,000 worth of paint-
Ings were conaumed, and that the total loss will
be $250,000. NMr. Jefferson is en route to Cali-
fornia, and word has besn sent to him. The
house, which was erected three years ago, was
designed by the actor himself. It stood on s
high bluff overlooking Buttermilk Bay, and was
a model of modern architacture.

The report of the fire spread rapidly, and over
1,000 people were on the ground in a short
time. A squad of special police i1s on duty to-
night watohing the fire and guarding the prop-
erty.

BOSTON,
to-day wWere many unigue things of more or less
pesitive value, but muoh treusured by Mr. Jef-
Terson.

In his drawing room were two carved ebony
figures with frighiful faces, hobnobbing with
two tiny brazen elves. The elves sat in front of
the andironse on the tiled hearth. An inlaid
escritoire, with panels of china, painted in
scenes from the gay revels of courtlers of the
time of Charles II., contained a case of shallow
drawers, with grooves for oigars, in muoch the
same fashion that spools of gilk are displayed
in & country store.

The drawing-room furniture consisted of nigh-

baoked, low-seated okairs, beautifully carvea
in a close and intricate design of foliage, with
here and there a peacock spreading himself
from a branch. The ser was found abroad, but
a piano chair to match was made in Amerioa.

In this room were treasures from the Olad
World which would have made a Dogoe of Ven-
ice groen with envy. ‘There were piled promis-
cuously cabinets dainty enongh to be kept in
cabhinets. One of these was of Japanese man-
ufacture. The outside was perhaps 2 feet in
- height, and was evenly covered with red seal-
ing wax embogssed in & c¢onventional design,
with here and there an exguisitely-painted

medallion Imbedded in the surface of the sub- !

stance,

A comfortable., homely, willow easy chair,
painted brown, with red ribbons run through,
stood side by side with an ebony chair of atvitf
Duteh design.

‘The pesarl of great price of this treasure house
was a duocal armor, or wardrobe, 7 feet high and

4 broad. It was sunounted by a plumed
helmet, with visor partly raised and a
shield. The letters *“L. X. B..” and “E.

B.”” were on opposite guarterings of the shield, -
and underneath is the date, ** 1673.”” RBelow
tho shield was carved a festooned rosary, and
beneath the cornico mounlding ao.row of gro-
tesque, lonx-nosed, Dulshy-looking devils in
lvery, using their long, tiattened talls as
swords. 'l'he eutire surrace was inlsid .with
precious woods in ornamental design, and in
every panel, held by ciroular mouldiugs, were
large porcelain medalliops of rare beauty. This
armor was in ine dining room in a space spoci-
ally propared.

On an iniaid table was an anolent mosale
window, about 2 by 4 feet, made np of countless
tiny plecos of colored glass, set in leaq, und
ploturing the slender fignre of a buskinwd page
descendinyg the spiral stairs of 8 castie turret.

Mr. Jefferson received the news of the burn-
ing of Crow’s Neat at the Fifth Avenue Hotel
yesterday afternoon. He was deeply grieved
by the report of the death of the cook, Iillen,
who had been twenty years in the family.

His eldest son, Charles, started for Buzzard's
Bay last night, and, after Mr. Jeifferson was as-
surod of the safuty of those miembers of his fam-

ily_who wero in the house, Lie started with his
gon William at 7 o’clock on his Western touar.

Mr, Jollerson's property—house, stables, fur-
niture, and pletures—was insured for $70,000.
The total value Is roughly estimated as between
$:00,000 and $3U0,000. He had recently put
in a piciurs gallery and Lought soule new and
extremely valuable canvases. He feared that
the fine examples of Muuve and Daubigny re-
coently at the Loan IExhibition in the Fipe Arts
Butlding in Nevw-Yorkk itad been returned and
placed on the walls, and therefors were de-
stroyed. .

Mr. Jefferson owned three Corots, four Troy-
ons, two Deaubigonys, three Dlazcs, one Jules
Dupreé, one Decamps, two Greuzes, four Mauveas,
two Israels, tlneluding the large vanvas ** The
Mother,’”’) one Kir Joshua KReynolds, two &ir
Thomas Lawrencss, ilurese VYanr Marcks, one

. Crane and Riohard Watson
. the rriends who met there.
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Madrago, besides family portraits and a portrait
of Maoready the actor.

In the iouse were a number of filne wood carv-
ings, books of value, and in fact the art and
bibliographic accumulations of a lifetime.
Built into it were original modelings by the
soulptor Bauer, old tiles and stalned glass por-
tr2its of EAwin Booth and William Warren. On
the main stalrway was a large stalned-glass
window with & design by Jefferson himself.

The house was built substantially and amply,
and in every part was oharaoteristioc of its ao-
complished and hospitable owner. It is Mr.
Jefferson’s ihtentlon to rebuild at onoce.

Crow’a Nest wus a picturesque, rambling cot-
tage of atone, built on the edge of the bluff behind
Buttermilk Bay. 1ts site was one of the flnest on
the Massachusetts coast. [t was not a new build-
ing, but its construotion was of a thorourgh-
ness that made it equally delightful in Summer
and Winter, and it was ocoupied by Mr. Jeffer-
son or some Of his family mosat of the time. Mr.
Jeflerson had gatheved his children about him
in meighboring cottages, and his family, with
thelr guests, of whom there were always many,
formed a settlement by themselves.

Since Mr. Jefferson first took possession of
Crow’s Nest muany well-known guests have becn
entertained in 1ts big, quaint, low-studded
recoms. President Cleveland was a freguneut
vieitor while he was at Gray Gables, » mile and
& half away, last Summer. and Willlam H.
Gllder were nmong
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